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met him at Pa via, he was in danger of being cut off in
his retreat by the forces of Carloman, King of
Bavaria.     He died on the road, in a small
hamlet in the Alps.    As his physician was a Jew, it
was generally believed that he was poisoned; though
the Jews, educated in the Arabian universities of Spain,
were no doubt more advanced in medical science than
any others in Europe.

John VIII., even before the death of Charles the
Bald, might repent of having yielded to the Da
temptation of bestowing the imperial crown
on an obsequious but remote sovereign, who could so
ill discharge his office of Protector of the Eoman See.
But where could he have looked for a more powerful
protector against the formidable enemies which were
environing the capital of Christendom on every side,
the Saracens, and the no less dangerous Christian petty
princes of Italy ? The whole pontificate of John VIII.
was a long, if at times interrupted, agony of apprehen-
sion lest Borne should fall into the hands of the un-
believer. The reign of the late Emperor Louis had
been almost a continual warfare against the Moham-
medans, who had now obtained a firm footing in
Southern Italy. He had successfully repelled their
progress, but at the death of Louis Home was again in
danger of becoming a Mohammedan city. The Pope
wrote letter after letter in the most urgent and feeling
language to Charles the Bald soon after he had invested
him with the empire/ " If all the trees in the forest,"
such is the style of the Pope, "were turned into
tongues, they could not describe the ravages of these
impious pagans; the devout people of God is destroyed

1 Ad Carol. Calv. Imper. apud Bouquet, p. 471.